
Beare Flooring’s
Carpet Purchasing Guide 

Choosing the right carpet for your home can seem like a daunting task. With so many different fibre types
and styles available, you may find yourself wondering if you're selecting the best product to suit your
needs. The good news is that Beare Flooring is here to help. We've created an easy-to-understand,
comprehensive guide to provide you—our valued clients—with the right information to make an informed
decision.

Pure wool carpets are a luxurious and durable addition to
any home. Their dense, heavy fibres can withstand heavy
foot traffic while maintaining their shape and
appearance.

Pure Wool

Nylon
Nylon is a heavyweight, man-made fibre, which means
that carpets made from nylon will retain their shape
extremely well over time and withstand heavy foot traffic. 

Polyester is a lightweight fibre that produces a luxurious,
soft-feeling carpet. It is often a popular choice for young
families, homeowners, and developers because it is
economical. However, as a lighter-weight fibre, polyester
can be prone to flattening and showing wear patterns
more quickly than other fibres. A "solution-dyed
polyester," which undergoes a specific dyeing process,
can be an excellent choice for a family home. This
process enhances the fibre's durability, making it fade-
and stain-resistant while retaining its affordability.
Furthermore a polyester loop pile is an ideal choice for an
economical, hard-wearing carpet in settings like rental
properties. Developers often use thick-cut pile polyesters
in their projects to create a luxurious feel without
exceeding their budget. If you're selling your property, this
can also be a great option for you.

Polyester

There are various dyeing processes that fibre manufacturers use, some of which are more beneficial than others. For
example, certain fibres, like wool, require specific dyeing methods. Wool, which comes off the sheep in its natural color,
must undergo a special dyeing process called "bath dyeing." This means that wool products cannot be dyed all the way
through to the fibre's core, unlike human-made fibres such as nylon.
We explore dyeing processes in more detail below.

Dyeing Processes

Once a fibre has been spun into yarn, it is passed through a dye bath. This means that only the exterior of the fibre is
covered with dye, which is why fibres like wool can fade over time when exposed to excessive sunlight. The exterior fades,
revealing the "uncoloured" centre of the yarn. Think of a radish: it appears purple or red on the outside, but when you cut
into it, it's actually white in the centre. This analogy helps explain the term "bath dyed." The colour sits on the surface of
the yarn and doesn’t penetrate to the yarn’s core. This process applies to both natural fibres like wool and synthetic
fibres.

Bath Dyed
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Traditionally, polypropylene is made in a loop pile and is
specifically designed for large commercial spaces, rental
properties, and similar settings.Polypropylene fibres feel
more brittle than most others and are among the
cheapest options available. It is often used in lower-end
"carpet tiles."

Polypropylene

While wool may shed slightly in the initial weeks—a
normal characteristic of natural fibres—it will decrease
with regular vacuuming. Offering both beauty and
performance, pure wool carpets enhance your home’s
comfort, style, and air quality.

Naturally stain-resistant and hypoallergenic, wool is an
excellent choice for allergy and asthma sufferers, as it
doesn’t promote the growth of bacteria, mould, or mildew
and deters dust mites. Additionally, wool helps reduce
harmful spores and VOCs in the home, contributing to a
healthier indoor environment. 

If you're shopping for your home, nylon should ideally be
at the top of your list. Often "solution dyed," this process
gives the fibre enhanced durability against fading and
staining. These characteristics, combined with the
product's easy care, are why solution-dyed nylon has
long been considered one of the most superior fibres in
the carpet industry.



Caring For Your Carpet

Most manufacturers offer specific product warranties, but all products come with general guidelines for installation and
aftercare. Some manufacturers require that an annual or bi-annual shampoo be performed to maintain the product
warranty. Be sure to ask about these requirements and clarify them before making a purchase.

Different manufacturers provide specific care instructions for their carpets, but there are some basic guidelines that
apply universally. If you don’t already own a good-quality vacuum, we strongly recommend purchasing one. Dirt left in
the carpet can act like sandpaper, slowly wearing the fibres down as you walk on them over time. A vacuum with a
“turbo head” nozzle, where the end spins, is highly recommended for proper carpet care, however turbo heads aren’t
suggested for Wools.

Depending on your carpet's fibre type and how it was dyed, the care instructions may vary. For carpets that are solution
dyed, you can clean them more aggressively, as long as you follow the manufacturer’s spot-cleaning or general
cleaning guidelines.

Warranty

The Importance Of Underlay

Disclaimer
When it comes to caring for your carpet, we recommend clarifying the best cleaning methods and stain removal
techniques with the manufacturer before proceeding. Not all fibres are the same, and different fibres may require
different cleaning agents. 

Be sure to keep your carpet’s care guide and the manufacturer's contact details on hand to help ensure your carpet lasts
a lifetime!

Solution Dyed
Solution dyeing is by far the most superior dyeing process. This process can only be achieved on human-made fibres,
not natural fibres. It differs significantly from bath dyeing. In solution dyeing, the fibre is coloured while still in a liquid
state. From there, it is extruded and spun into a tangible product, like yarn.

Think of a carrot this analogy will help you understand the term”solution dyed”. A carrot is orange all the way through,
from the outside to its core. This is similar to "solution-dyed" products, where the colour appears on the outside as it does
on the inside. Because the fibre is solution-dyed, it becomes fade- and stain-resistant, which makes it highly durable.
Some manufacturers may even allow you to spot clean stains with strong cleaning agents like turpentine, methylated
spirits, or bleach.

Always check the manufacturer's guidelines before using harsh cleaning agents.
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Regardless of which type of carpet you choose, selecting a good-quality underlay is a crucial part of the process.
Underlay affects both the comfort and durability of your carpet. There’s nothing worse than spending your hard-earned
money on a quality carpet, only to install it over thin or second-hand underlay.
The two key factors to consider when purchasing underlay are its height (measured in mm) and density (measured in
kg). With the variety of options available, choosing the right underlay can be confusing.
For example, if you choose a low mm-rated underlay with a high kg rating, you’ll end up with a firmer underlay that
doesn’t compress much underfoot. This type of underlay is ideal for areas where durability is important, such as rental
properties, because it helps the carpet last longer. On the other hand, if you choose a high mm-rated underlay with a low
kg rating, you’ll get an underlay that provides more cushioning but may lead to the carpet flattening out over time. This
type of underlay is more suitable for areas where comfort is a priority, and where you don’t mind the carpet compressing
with use.
Our recommendation is to opt for a higher mm-rated underlay with a medium to high kg rating. This will provide a
balance of comfort and durability, ensuring your carpet lasts longer while still feeling comfortable underfoot. We also
suggest that you physically test a few underlay options. You can do this by placing your carpet sample over different
underlay samples to feel the difference. After all, you wouldn’t buy a car without test-driving it, so don’t buy a carpet
without walking on it.

Team Beare


