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Choosing the right hard flooring for your home can feel like a daunting task. With so many product types
and styles available, it’s easy to wonder if you’re really choosing the best option for your needs. The good
news is that Beare Flooring is here to help. We’ve created a detailed yet easy-to-read guide to provide
you, our valued clients, with all the information you need to make an informed decision.

Vinyl Planking
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Hybrid Flooring
Hybrid Flooring is typically installed as a “floating floor,” available in two main types: SPC (Stone Polymer Composite) and
WPC (Wood Polymer Composite). We’ll explain these terms in more detail below. Like all other hard flooring options,
Hybrid Flooring requires a suitable subfloor, so it’s important to keep in mind that floor preparation is likely to be
necessary. This is covered further in our floor preparation section. Hybrid Flooring is an excellent all-around option,
suitable for the majority of flooring installations.

Like its counterpart, SPC, WPC is available in realistic
finishes such as timber and stone.

Available in realistic finishes such as timber and stone, this
product will have your guests wondering if your flooring is
real timber or stone flooring. 

SPC - Stone Polymer Composite WPC - Wood Polymer Composite

While SPC floors may dominate a significant portion of the market, Vinyl Planking is also a major player in the flooring
industry. Vinyl Planking is glued directly to the substrate, making it an excellent choice for wet areas like kitchens and
bathrooms. As the product is glued down, proper floor preparation is required, which we explain in more detail in our floor
preparation section. Vinyl planking is not only hard-wearing and easy to maintain, but its key features—such as scratch
and fade resistance, along with being waterproof—make it a popular choice for both homeowners and high-traffic
commercial spaces. Available in realistic finishes like timber and stone, vinyl plank flooring offers both aesthetic appeal
and durability. One of its standout benefits is the ability to be fitted directly and tightly to existing edges, eliminating the
need for expansion gaps, scotia, or trims. This results in a cleaner, more seamless look while also making it easier to
replace individual planks if damaged, providing a cost-effective and convenient solution for long-term maintenance.

Laminate Flooring is available in realistic wood and stone finishes. While most laminate flooring products are water-
resistant, they are not waterproof. This is primarily due to the construction of the baseboard, which is made from
moisture-sensitive high-density fibreboard (HDF). With this in mind, it’s important to note that laminate flooring is not
suitable for areas where moisture is or could be present, such as laundries and bathrooms.

Laminate
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Since its introduction, SPC (Stone Polymer Composite) has
taken the flooring industry by storm — and for good
reason. With key characteristics like scratch resistance
and the fact that most SPC products are waterproof, it
offers a low-maintenance and easy-to-care-for solution
for any home.

Hybrid WPC (Wood Polymer Composite) is a blend of
wood and polymer, with the polymer being a type of
recycled plastic. This variation of hybrid flooring is
generally softer than its counterpart, SPC. Because WPC
is a softer, more malleable product, it is also more flexible
and forgiving overall.

However, the downside of having wood in its construction
is that this type of floorboard can be susceptible to
expansion and contraction with temperature changes, as
well as water damage.

In addition, SPC Hybrid Flooring features minimal
expansion and retraction rates, making it a stable choice
for homes. It's easy to see why SPC has become a popular
option in many households. One of the standout benefits
of SPC flooring is its high-density acoustic underlay, which
makes it quieter underfoot compared to other hard
flooring options. Plus, it’s warm and comfortable to walk
on, adding an extra layer of comfort to your space.
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Timber Flooring 

Laminate Flooring is installed as a “floating floor” and, like all other hard flooring types, requires a suitable subfloor.
Therefore, it's important to consider that floor preparation is likely needed, as explained further in our floor preparation
section.

The product also requires a thin foam underlay to be installed on the substrate before the laminate flooring is laid. This
underlay comes in various types and qualities. Laminate flooring is prone to expansion and contraction, and is often
limited to a maximum length and/or width before an expansion joint is needed.

It’s important to note that this expansion joint will be visible, as it is finished with a cover strip that sits on top of the floor.

Engineered Timber

Solid Timber
Solid timber is more expensive than its man-made counterparts, which is why it’s considered an investment that adds
value to your property.

Natural timber is typically softer than synthetic options, making solid timber flooring more prone to dents and scratches.
It’s also important to note that over time, fading of timber flooring is inevitable due to everyday environmental factors.
However, these characteristics are often seen as part of the floor’s charm, adding character and depth over the years.
One of the key benefits of solid timber flooring is that it can be refinished multiple times, extending its lifespan.

The refinishing process involves sanding the planks back to expose the raw timber and applying a new coating, of which
there are various colour options available. This gives the timber floor a completely fresh look, instantly transforming the
space. While refinishing solid timber floors is a time-consuming task, it rejuvenates the wood and breathes new life into
your flooring after years of use.

Solid Timber Flooring is fixed to the substrate, either glued or nailed down, depending on the type of substrate. This
process must be carried out by a professional, as it is meticulous and time-consuming. Because of this your quote for
solid timber flooring will typically include higher labour costs compared to other hard flooring types. Solid timber flooring
creates a show-stopping feature that will be the floor of your dreams—a floor you'll cherish for years to come one that
will add value and character to your home.

Engineered Timber Flooring is a more cost-effective option compared to solid timber flooring. The product features a
layer of real wood compressed at high density and glued to a hardboard core. Most engineered timber flooring comes
pre-finished, and due to the relatively thin top layer of real wood, in most cases it cannot be refinished. However, some
engineered timber products allow for a specific number of refinishes.

Always check the manufacturer’s guidelines.

Installing engineered timber flooring is generally faster and easier than installing unfinished solid timber. Since it's pre-
finished, there's no need for on-site sanding or staining, resulting in less mess during installation—while still providing a
beautiful, real wood finish and feel.
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There’s nothing more exquisite than a beautiful natural timber floor. Timber flooring brings the outdoors in and is truly
worth its weight in gold. However it's important to note that when working with natural materials like Solid and Engineered
Timber, the planks may have visual defects. Depending on the grade of timber you choose, you might find knots or
markings, which are unique characteristics inherent to the tree from which the boards are made.

Timber flooring is less predictable than other man-made options, and will naturally have more character and less
uniformity in appearance. When selecting the quality of timber flooring, keep in mind that higher-grade timber will have
fewer visible knots and irregularities.



Hard flooring installation is always quoted excluding floor preparation. This is due to the floor preparation process being
relatively complex and challenging to quote. Many flooring sales representatives would be unable to price this
accurately for you even if they wanted to. 

For floor preparation to be quoted accurately the flooring installer needs to sight your substrate floor. Which means your
existing floor coverings must be removed first. It is then during this process that the flooring expert can access the floor
accurately with their level and evaluate to what degree floor preparation is required.

Regardless of the type of hard flooring you choose, proper floor preparation is essential. If the substrate isn’t up to
standard and hard flooring is installed over it, you’re guaranteed to face issues like hollow spots, peaking boards, and a
range of other problems. These issues can damage your floor almost immediately.

Each type of flooring has specific substrate requirements.

For solid flooring options like Timber, Hybrid, or Laminate, the substrate must meet a minimum standard. When the floor is
being installed as a “floating” floor (not glued down), it must be level. Unfortunately, many homes have uneven
substrates, so almost every installation requires some form of floor preparation. Concrete substrates can be smoothed
by grinding down high spots, while low spots can be filled with floor levelling compound. Wooden substrates can be
sanded and similarly levelled with the use of floor levelling compound.

The Importance Of Floor Preparation

“Floor prep can be a costly process, so it's important to be aware of and prepared
for the additional expenses.”
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Vinyl planking requires a smooth, clean, and bacteria-free substrate, which typically means a light grind (using a
polyvac) or a skim coat (for concrete) before installation. Additional floor preparation may be needed if the substrate is
in poor condition.

For wooden substrates, the floor will usually be sanded, unless you have tongue-and-groove flooring or peaking joints in
the particleboard. In such cases, a thin board is often stapled over the surface to cover the imperfections and gaps,
creating a stable base for the vinyl planking.

Depending on the extent of work needed to bring the subfloor up to standard, floor preparation can be a costly part of
the hard flooring installation process.
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Continued...

Installers run vacuums on their machines which assists with minimising the dust spread, however this will not catch all of
the dust during this process, so please be prepared to cover up or remove items that you don’t want to have to clean
after. 

“Regardless of the type of floor preparation required in your home, the process is
likely to be dusty.”



Thank you for taking the time to read our purchasing guide. 

It is an important part of preparing for your 
flooring journey.

Team Beare

All flooring products expand and contract with changes in temperature and humidity, much like how bedroom
doors can become tight in winter. As a result, all floating floors require an expansion gap around the edges where
the flooring meets the skirting boards.
Some products have greater expansion and retraction rates than others, so it's important to consider this when
selecting the right floating floor for your property.

Expansion & Retraction 

Some products are available with a matching edging called "scotia,"
which is nailed directly into the skirting or gib board.

Please note that scotia is a visible fixture (see example image).

There are a few ways to achieve the ideal finish. Ideally, we would remove your skirting boards and leave a gap
between the gib board and the flooring. Once the flooring is installed, we will either reinstall or replace (depending
on your quote) the skirting boards, creating a seamless finish.

Please note that new skirting boards will require gapping and painting, as they are supplied primed only.

Reusing your existing skirting boards is an option; however, the removal process is often rough, and damage to
the boards is usually unavoidable. Additionally, when reinstalling your old skirting boards, gapping and painting
will still be required, which is not a service we provide. A professional painter is best suited to handle this task.

Depending on the type of flooring you choose, proper care is essential to maintain its appearance and longevity.
With so many cleaning products available, it’s easy to mistakenly use the wrong one, which could permanently
damage your floor.

Chemicals in some cleaning products can break water molecules into smaller particles, allowing them to seep
through joints and gaps in floating floors. Most high-quality floating floor products will recommend a specific
cleaner, usually pH-neutral, to prevent water from penetrating these gaps and deteriorating the floor from the
inside out. Always check the manufacturer’s cleaning instructions before using any cleaning product on your
floors.

Important: Never clean your floor with a steam cleaner. While steam cleaners are effective at cleaning many
surfaces, the high heat and moisture can damage your flooring, unless it's ceramic tile. For most hard floors, it’s
best to use a microfiber wet mop and a pH-neutral floor cleaner.

Caring For Your Flooring
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Scotia Example 

Installation Patterns
Hard flooring can be installed in a variety of patterns, depending on the product type.

When considering alternative installation methods, such as herringbone or chevron, it's important to factor in the
installation team's skillset, potential material waste, and the increased labor costs associated with these more intricate
layouts.

Most click-together floating floors, like Hybrid and Laminate, typically have an A and B click side, which means they are
usually installed in a straight lay unless specifically designed for patterns like herringbone (e.g., Herringbone Hybrid
flooring). This type of flooring is often supplied in shorter, thinner planks.

Vinyl flooring can be laid in straight, herringbone, or chevron patterns.

Solid and Engineered Timber flooring is also available in straight lay, herringbone, and chevron styles.
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